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MORAL INFLUENCE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 

Few among us are aware of the influence exerted by our 
Revolutionary War on the moral and religious character of our 
country. This part of the tale has seldom, if ever, been told ; 
and, if it had, we should have been slow to believe the un- 
deniable facts in the case. The object of that struggle was so 
good, its results so glorious, and many of its leaders so eminent 
for their virtues, that we have been wont to regard it as free 
from nearly all the objections so justly chargeable on most wars. 

Still it was war ; and we find in an old book, recently thrown 
in our way, the most ample proofs of its having exerted a bale- 
ful influence on the character of the nation. This book is en- 
titled, Bathkol : A Voice from the Wilderness, &fc, or a joint 
testimony by the First Presbytery of the Eastward. It was 
printed in Boston, 1783, soon after the close of- the war. It 
is dated at Windham, N. H., May 21, 1783, and signed by 
Simon Williams, as clerk ; circumstances from which we infer 
that the body which issued it, must have been the predecessor 
of the present Londonderry Presbytery, and probably included 
all the presbyterians then in New England. 

The occasion and design of the book are stated at the outset. 
The Presbytery, " having taken into serious consideration the 
present low state of vital religion in this country, the alarming 
vol. hi. — NO. iv. 7 
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progress of vice and immorality of every kind, and the growing 
defection from the doctrines of grace as taught in the Scrip- 
tures," resolved " openly and faithfully to bear testimony 
against these things, and solemnly to warn the churches against 
them, in order to keep those pure which are committed to our 
care, and deliver the souls of men from the snare of the devil, 
and our own from the blood of all men." 

THE DECLINE OP VIRTUE AND PIETY GENERAL. 

' " It has pleased the Holy Sovereign of the universe, for eight 
long years, to continue on America the awful judgment of a 
bloody and destructive war. Never did he open a controversy 
with his creatures without just cause ; and never, perhaps, did 
the moral state of any nation afford less pretext for a favorable 
construction of public adversities than that of our country at 
the present day. The transgressions of its inhabitants have 
been multiplied, and colored with aggravations peculiar to them- 
selves. Every sober eye observes them with concern ; and 
God has borne a testimony from heaven against them as loud 
and alarming, as it is long and sorely felt. Yet, amidst all our 
fasts on account of these judgments, little, very little, if any 
notice has been taken by the authority which enjoins them, of 
the public sins and backslidings that have brought those judg- 
ments upon us. 

" He must be a stranger indeed in our Israel, to whom it re- 
mains till now a secret, that the regard to religion for which 
New England was once conspicuous, has vanished from among 
us in a lamentable degree. Serious godliness seems to come 
into remembrance with many only as Samson in the dungeon 
did with his heathen captors, to be brought forth in a ridiculous 
garb as a subject of banter. In what is commonly called the 
best companies, the power of vital religion is seldom mentioned, 
unless to be treated as its great Author was by the nobles of 
Judea. Contempt for the sacred Scriptures passes for a token 
of politeness ; and a readiness at retailing low puns and stale 
criticisms upon that divine volume, is the only way by which 
many endeavor to palm themselves on the multitude for men of 
uncommon genius, and incomparable learning. Scarce any 
book is less improved, understood or believed at this day, than 
the Bible. 

" It is impossible for a serious mind to review the face of this 
country at this period without being struck with the alarming 
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strides by which the spirit of ungodliness had advanced upon it 
during the last twenty years," — the interval between the old 
French War, and the beginning of our Revolutionary War ; an 
era of almost continual war-excitement on the public mind. 
" Religion was never seen at a lower ebb since the first planta- 
tions began on this side the Atlantic. The power of it had in 
most places vanished out of sight ; little more than the name 
was left. Vanity, intemperance, and a worldly mind were, in 
manifold instances, found staining the Christian profession. 
Spots of that kind were multiplied in the solemn feasts of the 
churches, and discipline was dwindled away to a shadow. 

" The serious circumstances preceding and accompanying the 
present war would, it was supposed by many, have been follow- 
ed by a solemn and general attention to the business of religion. 
But the fact did by no means answer to the theory ; for, strange 
to relate, instead of reviving such a temper when it was dead, 
it quenched the few sparks of it where they had been previous- 
ly kindled. The chief concerns apparent among the people 
were personal safety, private emolument, and their country's 
defence. Each of these objects had its votaries ; but the three 
divided the generation among them." 

ERRORS RAMPANT. 

"The scheme of Universalism," — Origenism, the writer 
generally terms it, — " had a more extensive currency among 
us in this day of darkness than any other that chose to be tacked 
to a Christian name ;" and many others, under that general 
name are mentioned in the book. " Deism advanced in our 
populous towns from year to year ; private societies for its sup- 
port were multiplied ; in some, its principles began to be taught 
in public ; and in others, self-murders became frequent under 
the shape of martyrdoms for attestation of its tenets. 

In every other respect, the face of religion has worn all the 
features of a fatal decay. Among the people at large, it seemed 
to make no part of their business ; and there was but little evi- 
dence of its being an object of concern with the public bodies 
into whose hands they had committed the reins of government 
over them. 

It is felt by serious minds as a matter of sore lamentation, 
that a step so important as laying the foundation of a new em- 
pire should be taken by Christians without the appearance of 
any regard to the King of kings. It will be hard to reconcile 
it to the profession of religion in America, and it would have 
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been impossible to obtain the consent of the first planters of 
this land, that all former connection should be solemnly broken 
off with an earthly king, and the highest authority in the land 
should formally announce to all the world the commencement 
of a new state of existence for this country, without one public 
step taken to acknowledge our dependence on the Monarch of 
the skies, or to recognise our allegiance to his government. 

This lamentable neglect of the Lord of hosts, so notorious in 
the first step towards our national existence, was not confined 
to that alone. Every following step of general importance 
spoke the same language. The confederation of the States, 
and the contracting of alliances with other nations, were all 
matters of the highest moment to America ; but was there any 
care taken to call its inhabitants to wait upon God for his direc- 
tion and blessing in them ? Time was when steps of such im- 
portance would not have been ventured on in this country with- 
out being prefaced by days of humiliation, fasting and prayer." 

THE WAY IN WHICH THE RESULT OF OUR REVOLUTION ART CON- 
TEST WAS CELEBRATED. 

" Never was a people under greater obligation to acknowl- 
edge the finger of God ; and scarce was there a nation more 
guilty of robbing Jehovah of his praise. No public thanks- 
giving was appointed through the land, nor even through any 
single State. Instead of this, our rejoicings bore all the marks 
of the heathen orgies. Feasting and drunkenness, the ringing 
of bells, and the discharge of cannon, the display of colors and 
the illumination of windows, the blaze of bonfires, and the pomp 
of balls, — these were the goodly tribute paid in our towns and 
cities to that holy and merciful Being who rules in the armies of 
heaven and earth, for a deliverance wrought by his own power 
in a manner that will make the ears of generations unborn to 
tingle at the rehearsal of it." 

NEGLECT OF THE SABBATH AND THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 

" The holy Sabbath has long been the eye-sore of the pro- 
fane ; and it is grown into such contempt that all the force of 
civil laws can scarcely suffice to preserve even the appearance 
of regard to it. Never was the public worship of God so gen- 
erally voted away as at the present. Many, grudging the ex- 
pense of supporting it, have dismissed God's ambassadors, and 
locked up the doors of his house. The regular churches 
through the land have suffered sorely in the common storm. 
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As if the British army had been sent not so much against New 
England, as against New England's God, the houses sacred to 
his worship became, wherever they went, the prime butt of 
their vengeance. Some were turned into stables, some into 
riding-houses, some consumed with flames, and some razed to 
the foundation. Of those which remained, not a few were 
shut by the death or removal of the pastors, and many deserted 
by the dispersion of the congregations that used to improve 
them. 

Family worship is a stranger to the dwellings of thousands, 
and the judgments of Heaven against Sabbath-breaking are 
pleaded as an argument for continuing in that sin. How often 
is the pious eye shocked at the sight of men hurrying away the 
most precious moments of the Lord's day in sending vessels to 
sea, in beginning or pursuing journeys on the business of this 
world, or in wasting that holy season in indolence at home, or 
in impertinent visits, or idle walks about the wharves, streets or 
fields. How many there are that habitually combine to kill 
the time on that sacred day in coffee-houses and sots' holes, in 
bargains or news, in gaming or intemperance. And if such 
outrages against God and religion are called into question, the 
answer in almost every mouth is ready, — 'tis war-times." 

OTHER SINS AND VICES PREVALENT. 

1. Profaneness. "The profanest language of mouths set 
against heaven, is become the fashionable dialect. The youth, 
bred in the innocence of a moral retreat, that was never heard 
to defile his tongue with one profane oath in his life, no sooner 
gets entered on board of a privateer, or has spent a few days 
in the camp, than we find him learned in all the language of 
hell ! The most horrid oaths and infernal curses load and taint 
the air about him. And this language passes current as graces 
of conversation, as a polish of style that should suffice to dub 
him a fine gentleman, or as certain proof of his heroism in all 
the feats of war !" 

2. Intemperance. "Intemperance, in an ungoverned passion 
for, and an immoderate use of strong and spirituous liquors even 
to that intoxication which degrades human nature below the 
brutal herd, is become sadly common among us men ; and this 
monster, not content with human sacrifices among the men, 
and with making shipwreck of many professors of religion, has 
begun to ravage and destroy even the gentler sex too !" 

3. Corruption, Fraud and Cruelty. " Benevolence to our 

VOL. III. NO. IV. 7* 
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fellow-men was perhaps never less cultivated in any country 
than of late among us. Hard-hearted indifference to the dis- 
tress of the poor, the widow and the orphan, has risen up and 
seized her throne. The base-born spirit of selfishness never 
had so unrestrained sway in this land. This has cut out work 
for all the passions, and kept them in constant employ. Pride 
and false honor have disgraced our armies with the barbarous 
Gothic practice of duelling, and friends have imbrued their 
hands in the blood of friends, whilst the connivance of superiors 
has given sanction to the crime. Avarice stalks in the streets, 
or lurks at the corners, and has stained the public roads with 
inhuman murders. Avarice and extortion were never carried 
here to such lengths. Fraud and oppression sweep all before 
them ; and debauchery and vice fill both town and country. 
Glaring instances of peculation, and breach of public trust, are 
sheltered and uncensured ; and private robberies, thefts and 
burglaries abound more and more." 

4. Licentiousness. " It is well-known that this period never 
had its parallel in America, for the prevalence of all the vices 
of sensuality. The infamous custom in many places of toler- 
ating young persons of both sexes and to spend whole 

nights under pretexts of courtship, even with the connivance of 
the heads of the family, is a curse peculiar to some parts of this 
land. Uncleanness is awfully increased ; anti-nuptial fornica- 
tions are so frequent, and so slightly censured, that it has almost 
ceased to be regarded as a crime ; adulteries are excused under 
the name of gallantries ; books utterly unfit for a modest eye, 
are published avowedly on purpose to teach intrigue as a 
science ; and the poisonous letters of a British nobleman are 
eagerly bought up, read and commended as a standard of 
politeness and true taste, though the direct tendency is to 
patronize lewdness, and make the world forget that chastity is 
a virtue." 

5. Effects of the war on the cause of learning. " The ca- 
lamities of the times have had a baneful influence on the inter- 
ests of learning. Buildings erected for the seats of science, 
never failed to suffer peculiar marks of British indignation when 
they fell in the way of their troops. Some colleges have been 
rifled, others reduced to ashes, and not one in America has 
escaped, Dartmouth alone excepted. Under such discourage- 
ments, education languished, and many of the youth, destined 
for the service of the church, betook themselves for a living to 
the law, to trade, to the army and the navy." 
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SUSPENSION OF REVIVALS. 

No condensed account of such a suspension is given ; but the 
fact is stated or implied on almost every page of the book be- 
fore us. The glorious revival under the labors of Whitefield, 
Edwards and the Tennants, continued from 1739 to 1744, 
when the war between France and England commenced, and 
the expedition was undertaken against Louisburg. Peace 
came in 1748 ; but in consequence of the manoeuvres of the 
French with the Indians, " the sweets of peace could never be 
said to have been enjoyed with any security by the inhabitants 
of the interior parts, until the flames of a new war openly broke 
forth again in 1755." The country was thus kept more or 
less in a war-ferment from 1744 to the close of our revolution- 
ary struggle in 1783 ; and during this whole period of forty 
years there was an almost universal and unbroken dearth of 
revivals. The book before us records a few exceptions to the 
praise of sovereign grace ; but they occurred in places remote 
from the seat and worst influences of that war-excitement 
which thus held in check the blessed work that had been com- 
menced in the halycon days of peace. 

Here is a glimpse at the moral influence of war ; and we beg 
our brethren in the ministry and the church to ponder these 
statements of eye-witnesses, and remember that they detail the 
effects of a war as unexceptionable in its origin, progress and 
results as any recorded in secular history. If such a war pro- 
duced such evils, how baleful the influence of the whole custom 
upon the interests of virtue and piety, upon the present and 
everlasting welfare of mankind ! 



CHINA. 



From Medhurst's recent and very valuable work on China, 
we condense a few items appropriate to our pages. 

I. Its Extent. China Proper, consisting of eighteen fertile 
and extensive provinces, covers 1,293,000 square miles, or about 



